





Below and right:
Visitors won't get sucked into a
magnet, but a high-field magnet
such as the 45 tesla hybrid will
cause this metal staircase
to temporarily turn into
a magnet, which
explains why these
tools can stick
toit.
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See for vourself

Whether you go in for big parties, small
get-togethers or a virtual experience all

your own, there are lots of ways to learn
about the Magnet Lab.

Magnet Mystery Hour

What do magnetic levitation, cleaner oil, and the biggest electric
bill in Tallahassee have in common? Find out at the Magnet
Mystery Hour (and ask us whatever you want) when scientists
present their work in everyday terms.

The Mystery Hour is an ongoing series of lectures aimed at
educating the general public about the lab’s research and
providing direct access to working scientists. The first lecture,
held Sept. 16, featured lab Director Greg Boebinger, who
provided an overview of electricity and magnetism. In case you
missed it, you can watch the presentation — which includes a
demonstration of magnetic levitation — online at www.magnet.
fsu.edu/education.

Future Magnet Mystery Hours include:
« November 2008 - David Larbalestier, director of the Applied
Superconductivity Center, will talk about new materials
with super powers.

« January 2009 — Sam Grant, an assistant professor at the
FAMU-FSU College of Engineering and member of the lab’s
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance group, will explain how MRI
came to be, and what it could be used for in the future.

« April 2009 - Scott Hannabhs, director of DC Facilities &
Instrumentation and well-known skeptic, will address
magnet myths and take your questions, no matter how
crazy they might be.

All talks take place at the Magnet Lab in Tallahassee’s Innovation
Park, room B101. For upcoming dates and more information, call
(850) 644-1933 or visit www.magnet.fsu.edu/education/

Get schooled without leaving your desk
Ever wondered how Mag Lab magnets work or what they're
good for, but figured you might not understand the answer?
Fear not, right-brained friends: We tackle these and other
questions about our lab, electricity and magnetism at Mag Lab
U, an online resource created for non-scientists.

You don't need a Ph.D. - or even a bachelor’s degree - to
understand these lessons. Mag Lab U makes scientific concepts
accessible with jargon-free writing, pictures, interactive tutorials
and audio slideshows designed not to scare off English majors.

You won't find tests, but you will find cool content exploring our
work, our instruments and the science behind them, including:

« Articles on superconductivity, cryogenics, MRIs and magnet
operations.

« Interactive tutorials on everything from compasses to
current flow.

« Audio slideshows that bring you deep inside the lab to see
and hear how magnets are made and how the world’s
strongest magnet works.

Visit Mag Lab U at
www.magnet.fsu.edu/education

Lab Director Greg Boebinger demonstrates the Meisher effect at
Magnet Mystery Hour.
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Save the date: Magnet Lab Open House

On Feb. 21, 2009, the Magnet Lab will once again host the
biggest, baddest and best science ticket in town: the annual
Open House. If you haven't fired a potato cannon, seen a
quarter shrink to the size of a dime, watched liquid oxygen glide
through the air, or made lightning in a bucket, this is your year.
And if you have? Well, you know you want to do it again.

Electronics engineer Andy Powell demonstrates a Tesla coil at a recent

Open House.
For 2009, we're devoting our large conference area to hands-on
children’s activities. But rest assured, the Open House is geared
toward all ages, and those interested in tensile strength, phase
transitions and coil windings can get their fill.

The fun starts at 10 a.m. and continues until 3 p.m. For more
information, visit the Open House Web page at www.magnet.
fsu.edu/education/community/openhouse

Tours are not just for school groups

Free tours of the lab are available during the workweek for
groups of eight or more, but they must be scheduled at least
three weeks in advance. Tours last about an hour, with scientists,
educators and staff providing perspective on the cutting-edge
research conducted at the laboratory. Tours include a general
overview of the Magnet Lab and the research conducted as well
as explanations of the different types of magnets used, including
resistive magnets, superconducting magnets, pulsed magnets
and our world-record hybrid magnet.

Although the lab hosts many school groups, tours for the general public also
are available.

Of course, school groups are more than welcome - and
encouraged! The lab offer special tours for student groups that
include a hands-on learning activity. To schedule a tour, contact
Felicia Hancock at hancock@magnet.fsu.edu or (850) 645-0034.

-Flux staff reports
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